184                    Mr. Donald M'Queen.               [Sept. 8.
country fishing-boat. But while we were preparing to set out, there arrived a man with the following card from the Reverend Mr. Donald M'Oueen:—
' Mr. M'Queen's compliments to Mr. Boswell, and begs leave to acquaint him that, fearing the want of a proper boat, as much as the rain of yesterday, might have caused a stop, he is now at Skiamvden with Macgillichallum's' carriage, to convey him and Dr. Johnson to llasay, where they will meet with a most hearty welcome, and where Macleod, being on a visit, now attends their motions.'
' Wednesday afternoon.'
This card was most agreeable; it was a prologue to that hospitable and truly polite reception which we found at Rasay. In a little while arrived Mr. Donald M'Quecn himself ; a decent minister, an elderly man with his own black hair, courteous, and rather slow of speech, but candid, sensible, and well informed, nay learned. Along with him came, as our pilot, a gentleman whom I had a great desire to see, Mr. Malcolm Macleod, one of the Rasay family, celebrated in the year 1745-6. He was now sixty-two years of age, hale, and well proportioned,—with a manly countenance, tanned by the weather, yet having a ruddiness in his checks, over a great part of which his rough beard extended. His eye was quick and lively, yet his look was not fierce, but he appeared at once firm and good-humoured. He wore a pair of brogues2,—Tartan hose which came up only near to his knees, and left them bare,—a purple camblct kilt3,—a black waistcoat,—a short green cloth coat bound with gold cord, —a yellowish bushy wig,—a large blue bonnet with a gold
the white herring fishery.   Adam Smith {Wealth of Nations, iv. 5) shews how mischievous was its effect.
1 The Highland expression for Laird of Rasay.    BQSWELL.
a ' In Sky I first observed the use of brogues, a kind of artless shoes, stitched with thongs so loosely, that, though they defend the foot from stones, they do not exclude water.' Johnson's Works, ix. 46.
0 To evade the law against the tartan dress, the Highlanders used to dye their variegated plaids and kilts into blue, green, or any single colour. WALTER. SCOTT.
threadestows.    In the Erse it is called Taiscli; which signifies likewise a spectre or a vision.'   Johnson's Works, ix. 105.
